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agents. The hunt for hidden papers continued to be a
favourite pastime with the aged Chancellor and his Emperor.
From the day just after her husband's funeral, when she was
ordered out of New Palace, to the day when William II
dismissed the aged Chancellor in 1890, the attitude of active
hostility was practised against her. It is amazing that she
did not lose her nerve and fly to England for refuge, as she
had once threatened to do before the death of Emperor
Frederick. Soon after the departure of Bismarck mother
and son became outwardly reconciled, though to the end
observers detected the suppressed coolness which really
existed between them.

Empress Frederick bought for herself the beautiful estate
of Kronberg on the pine-forested slopes near Homburg.
The house she pulled down, and in its place built a magnifi-
cent mansion in the style of the early sixteenth century.
She called the house ' Friedrichshof' in memory of her
husband, and over the porch the visitor read the words
' Friderici memoriae.' While the house was building she
lived in Homburg and daily she drove out to Kronberg to
superintend the masons at work. Every stone had to be
laid in exact accordance with her designs, and doubtless
there were times when she much exasperated the patient
workmen, but it seems that she became very popular with
these men. She was always ready to take a tool and show
them their own business.

In the meantime, more workmen were setting out the
' Friedrichshof' estate. Roads had to be made, areas of
forest cut away, and gardens laid down. The men soon
learned to do nothing without the approval of the Empress.
Fair weather or foul, she spent the days walking, riding, or
driving from place to place on her estate. Here was the first
creation of her own on the grand scale that she had ever had
the chance to make. She surpassed the efforts of Prince
Albert.' Perhaps, in a sense, she was never so happy'in all
her life as during the four years in which she brought
* Friedrichshof * into being, The result was one of the
handsomest estates in Germany. The lovely grounds, rose